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Tunisian democracy in light of political Islam and the

Machiavellian Ghannouchi
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jamilakaroui22@gmail.com

Abstract: This paper discusses the prevailing interpretations of Tunisian democracy in light
of the multiplicity of political parties, the incursion of political Islam on the one hand, and
the political positions of Rashid Ghannouchi, leader of the ruling party in Tunisia, by
shedding light on the historical fluctuation of his positions on the other hand. This paper
aims to clarify the characteristic of "compromise" that political Islam possesses in general and
in its leader Ghannouchi, who understood that his interests as a cleric may not be the key to
understanding any interference in the political process, so he tried to promote new terms
such as Islamic democracy in a way that would give him stable opportunities to increase his
political standing And his desire to control, to move from a trait of appeasement to a

Machiavellian. This is why we combined in our approach between two levels: The first
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analysis 1s represented by this democracy in its environments, its historical formations, and
the backgrounds it entails, and it shows the positions of political Islam towards this democracy
between the visible and the hidden from it. A critical and comparative second reveals the
dilemma of this Tunisian democracy, its shortcomings and its effects on the lives of Tunisians
politically, socially and economically, as we show Ghannouchi's Machiavellianism that he

hides under his religious cover as part of a comparative approach.

Keywords: Political Islam-Democracy-Ghannouchi-Machiavellism
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1L’idéal démocratique peut se résumer en recherche de I’affranchissement de la personne elle se borne a
indiquer cette transcendence de 1’idée liberté et impose aux institutions politiques de s’en accommoder
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quelles que puissant etre les difficultés. Ainsi congue, la démocratie est un ensemble de mécanismes
protecteurs concliliant ’ordre et liberté Encyclopaedia universalis, corpus? France, 1993,p736
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2 Le Robert fait remonter ’apparition du mot «islamisme» dans la langue frangaise a I’année 1697 et en
propose deux definitions: religion musulmane et mouvement politique et religion pronant I’expansion ou le
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3 Ghannushi wrote in 1991 a three essays-long study on the relation between the international political
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